
Jumpstart Assignment for AP English Literature and Composition 

Summer 2019 

 

If the idea of summer reading makes you run for the comforts of SparkNotes, Shmoop, or Netflix, then you will have to 

adjust your thinking for AP English Literature and Composition. Most high school students would not ride a bicycle with 

training wheels. Not only would such an act subject you to ridicule, it would keep you from ever learning how to ride the 

bike. If you use study crutches or other media to get you through a reading task, you are using academic training wheels 

and you will never get better. If you use the interpretive ideas from an on-line study crutch in your writing, then you are 

guilty of plagiarism, and you will not learn to think on your own. To be an authentic student, you have to make a good 

faith effort to accomplish an assignment like this. Summer reading is required, but it is meant to be a low pressure, skill 

building task—a way to get started. If you are still using training wheels, take them off! 

Before you begin reading each novel, read and annotate the introductory information I have provided. This information 

is crucial to understanding the historical and social context of and the relevant literary elements in the novels. 

 

Once you have thoroughly read the introductory information and the reading assignments that follow, please contact me 
at lori_bowen@gwinnett.k12.ga.us if you have any questions. While I do not check my school e-mail daily during the 

summer, I do check it on a regular basis and will respond to you as soon as I can. You need to finish reading the novel 

and marking/highlighting the required information before the first day of school. 

I suggest that you invest in a set of multi-colored highlighters or post-it notes. When you mark passages, 

choose different colors to represent characters, conflicts, and topics. If have enough colors, you might consider 

assigning each character, each conflict, and each topic a separate color. 

Novels 

The Kite Runner—Khaled Hosseini 

The Namesake—Jhumpa Lahiri 

Assignment: 

 
1. Highlight passages in which characters are introduced, as well as passages that indicate how the 

characters are changing. 

2. Write a two-three sentence summary of each chapter. DO NOT WRITE MORE THAN THREE SENTENCES. 

The summaries should be brief. You can jot them in your books on the last page of each chapter. 

3. Both novels address all of the ideas delineated in the following tasks. Complete two tasks for each novel. 

DO NOT do the same tasks for each novel. In other words, you need to complete FOUR of the tasks, two 

different tasks for each novel. Note: Thematic topics for each novel are provided in the introductory 

information. It is best that you have your own copy for each novel, but if you have to borrow one or check 

one out from the library, use post-it notes instead of highlighters. 

a. Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures -- national, regional, ethnic, 

religious, institutional. Such collisions can call a character’s sense of identity into question. As you read 

the novel, highlight and label evidence that demonstrates this concept, as well as the character’s 

response. The evidence should also address one or more of the novel’s thematic topics. 

b. The most important themes in literature are sometimes developed in scenes in which a death or deaths 

take place. As you read the novel, highlight and label evidence that shows how a specific death scene 

helps to illuminate one or more of the novel’s thematic topics. (This task works for both novels, but it 

better suited to The Namesake.) 

c. Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that “Exile is strangely 

compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the unhealable rift forced between a human being 

and a native place, between the self and its true home: its essential sadness can never be surmounted.” 

Yet Said has also said that exile can become “a potent, even enriching” experience. 

Highlight and label evidence that demonstrates how the character’s experience with exile is both 

alienating and enriching, and how this experience illuminates one or more of the novel’s thematic topics. 

(This task works for both novels, but it better suited to The Kite Runner.) 

d. “You can leave home all you want, but home will never leave you.” —Sonsyrea Tate 

e. Sonsyrea Tate’s statement suggests that “home” may be conceived of as a dwelling, a place, or a state of 

mind. It may have positive or negative associations, but in either case, it may have a considerable 

influence on an individual. Highlight and label evidence demonstrating that the character leaves home yet 

finds that home remains significant. The evidence should also illuminates one or more of the novel’s 

thematic topics. 
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f. A bildungsroman, or coming-of-age novel, recounts the psychological or moral development of its 

protagonist from youth to maturity, when this character recognizes his or her place in the world. Select a 

single pivotal moment in the psychological or moral development of the protagonist. Highlight and label 

preceding and subsequent passages that emphasize the protagonist’s development. The passages 

should also illuminate one or more of the novel’s thematic ideas. 

g. It has often been said that what we value can be determined only by what we sacrifice. Consider how this 

statement applies to a character from the novel Select a character that has deliberately sacrificed, 

surrendered, or forfeited something in a way that highlights that character’s values. Highlight and label 

passages that show how the particular sacrifice illuminates the character’s values and provides a deeper 

understanding of one or more of the novel’s thematic topics. (This task works for both novels, but it 

better suited to The Kite Runner.) 

 
As with all work in AP English Literature and Composition, the summer assignment is an individual assessment 

of your reading skills and analysis of the text. Therefore, your work should be your original ideas. Avoid all online 

and published databases, and do not collaborate with anyone else. 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini [*adapted from Kuntz, K. Advanced English Literature and Composition Individual Learning Packet: 

The Kite Runner. Delaware: Prestwick House, Inc., 2009 and Galens, D. Novels for Students: The Kite Runner. MI: The Gale Group, Inc. 2002.] 

 
Khaled Hosseini 

Khaled Hosseini was born in 1965 in Kabul, Afghanistan, the setting of much of the action in The Kite Runner. Hosseini 

and his family moved to Paris in 1976, and then immigrated to the United States in 1980 as refugees with political asylum. 

Hosseini's parents, a former diplomat and a teacher, settled in San Jose, California, where they subsisted on welfare until 

his father, working odd jobs, managed to independently support the family. Hosseini received a biology degree in 1988 

from Santa Clara University and a medical degree from the University of California, San Diego in 1993. As of 2005, he is a 

practicing physician, specializing in internal medicine in Northern California. 

Hosseini published several stories before writing his first novel, The Kite Runner, which was based on an earlier short 

story of the same title. As a doctor with an active practice and many patients, Hosseini struggled to find time to expand the 

story, so he wrote the novel piecemeal in the early morning hours. Hosseini contends that treating patients made him a 

keen observer of people and the ways they express themselves, both verbally and nonverbally. 

In 2004, Hosseini was selected by the Young Adult Library Services Association to receive an Alex Award, an honor given 

to the authors of the ten best adult books for teenagers published in the previous year. Also in 2004, he was given the 

Original Voices award by the Borders Group, and The Kite Runner was nominated for a Pushcart Prize. 

Introduction 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini was published in 2003. The novel is set in Afghanistan from the late 1970s to 1981 

and the start of the Soviet occupation, then in the Afghan community in Fremont, California from the 1980s to the early 

2000s, and finally in contemporary Afghanistan during the Taliban regime. 

The Kite Runner opens in 2001. The adult narrator, Amir, lives in San Francisco and is contemplating his past, thinking 

about a boyhood friend whom he has betrayed. The action of the story then moves backward in time to the narrator's early 

life in Kabul, Afghanistan, where he is the only child of a privileged merchant. Amir's closest friend is his playmate and 

servant Hassan, a poor illiterate boy who is a member of the Hazara ethnic minority. As the protagonist Amir grows to 

adulthood, he must come to terms with his past wrongs and adjust to a new culture after leaving Afghanistan for the 

United States. 

 
The novel sets the interpersonal drama of the characters against the backdrop of the modern history of Afghanistan, 

sketching the political and economic toll of the instability of various regimes in Afghanistan, from the end of the monarchy 

to the Soviet-backed government of the 1980s to the fundamentalist Taliban government of the 1990s. The action closes 

soon after the fall of the Taliban and alludes to the rise of Hamid Karzai as leader of a new Afghan government in the 

wake of the events of September 11, 2001. 

Style 

Point of View 

The Kite Runner is told from the first-person character point of view. Amir is the protagonist and the voice of the story. As 

a reader, it is important to remember two key facts when faced with a first-person narrator who is also the main character 

in the story: 

● The narrator knows the end of the story even as he/she is telling it, and a good storyteller will provide 

hints throughout the story to foreshadow future events and, possibly, even the ending. 



● The narrator can provide only a limited and subjective account of the events he/she is going to narrate. 

The adult Amir cannot fully know what his childhood friend Hassan may have been thinking and feeling. 

Even seemingly objective accounts of key events—Hassan’s attack, the fight with Assef—are told as the 

narrator-protagonist recalls them and colored by the narrator-protagonist’s psychological and emotional 

state. 

 
Structure 

Khaled Hosseini frequently uses flashback and foreshadowing. Indeed, most of the novel, which begins in 2001 and ends 

in 2002, is an elaborate flashback that brings the reader from the narrator's childhood to his young adulthood to his 

manhood. Within this overarching structure, Hosseini's use of time devices provide the reader and the narrator with 

information about what has happened outside the action of the novel so far, as in Chapter 16, in which Rahim Khan 

updates Amir on what has happened to Hassan since Amir and Baba left Kabul, or in Hassan's letter, in which some of 

the same events are told from a different point of view. 

 
The use of time devices like foreshadowing may also prepare the reader for an imminent event or crisis. Sometimes the 

use of these techniques appears to signal moments when the lives of individuals are changed forever by violence, death, 

or the consequences of world events. 

Symbolism 

● Kites: The novel begins and ends with kites flying in the air. Amir and Hassan spend much of their time flying 

kites and competing in kite fighting tournaments. The central conflict in the novel emerges on the night of their 

most successful kite fighting tournament while running the last kite for Amir. The kites represent their friendship 

and their childhood. . 

● The Sheep: The sheep is sacrificed every year as a commemoration of Abraham’s obedience to God. Hassan 

and Sohrab are both compared to this sheep. 

● The Pomegranate Tree: Hassan and Amir spend hours under the tree reading and playing. They carve their 

names into the tree as children, and it is one of the first places that Amir wants to visit when he returns to Kabul 

as an adult. Like the kites, the tree represents their friendship. 

Thematic Topics 

Atonement/Redemption/Forgiveness 

Betrayal/Secrets 

Home/Family 

Sacrifice 

Historical/Social Context Afghan Society 

 
Afghanistan is located between the Middle East, south Asia, and central Asia, a geographical situation that has provided it 

with a diverse mix of religions, ethnicities, and cultural influences. The population has traditionally been organized into 

many tribal groups based on religion, language, ethnicity, location, and family relationships. The rugged terrain in 

Afghanistan has resulted in significant isolation of each community, creating strong bonds among the people in a given 

area, and strong—at times bitter—distrust and rivalry between people in neighboring areas. Peace has been difficult to 

establish in this region, which has been the site of continual invasions and occupations throughout its history. The one 

unifying element in Afghanistan is Islam, which is, ironically, also a source of violent division. While the majority of 

Afghans call themselves Muslim, the two main sects within the Muslim faith contribute to the violent division in the country. 

 
The largest and most powerful ethnic group in Afghanistan are the Pashtuns, most of whom are Sunni Muslims. Pashtuns 

primarily speak the Pashto language, although some Pashtuns speak Dari. Both Pashto and Dari belong to the Iranian 

branch of the Indo-European language family. Pashto and Dari are the official languages of Afghanistan. Zahir Shah (see 

timeline that follows) declared Pashto the National Language at the beginning of his reign in 1933, but Dari is used for 

business and government transactions. A Sunni is a member of one of the two major branches of Islam. Sunnite Muslims 

form the majority and see themselves as the “mainstream” and “traditional” sect of Islam. In The Kite Runner, Amir and 

Baba are Pashtuns. 

 
A smaller and often persecuted group in Afghanistan are the Hazaras, who speak a dialect of Dari and live primarily in 

central Afghanistan. Hazaras are members of every Muslim religious sect in the country: Ismaili, Twelver, Shi’a, and 

Sunni. Hazaras are generally believed to be of Mongol descent, and many claim to be descended from Genghis Khan 

himself. The Hazaras are easily distinguished by their Asian facial features. They are often treated as subhuman, as the 

reader sees so often in The Kite Runner. Hassan and Ali are Hazaras, and the reader witnesses the racial prejudice to 



which they are subjected. Hosseini also describes the Taliban’s program of “ethnic cleansing,” which is the cause of 

Hassan’s murder. 

 
The Difference Between Sunni AND Shi’a Muslims 

The division of Islam into the Sunni and the Shi’a sects is based on the beliefs of each regarding the proper successor to 

the prophet Muhammad. It represents a political disparity rather than a spiritual one. When Muhammad died, the question 

of who was to succeed him as Caliph, or leader of the Muslim community, caused a great split in the religion. Sunni 

Muslims believe that the Koran specifies that the new leader should be elected from among those who are capable of 

doing the job. This is historically what happened, and Muhammad’s friend, Abu Bakr, was elected the first Caliph of Islam. 

The word “Sunni” comes from an Arabic word that means “one who follows the traditions of the Prophet.” 

Shi’a Muslims believe that the new leader should come from Muhammad’s family, specifically his cousin and son-in-law, 

Ali. Traditionally Shi’a Muslims have refused to recognize any authority in Muslim leaders. They follow Imams, believed to 

have been appointed by Muhammad himself. “Shi’a” means “a supportive party of people” in Arabic. The Shi’a Muslims 

are also called followers of “Ahl-al-Bayt,” which means “People of the Household.” While, at times throughout history, the 

two sects have peacefully co-existed, at other times, there have 

The Taliban 

The Taliban, based in a Pashtun region of Afghanistan, grew out of a student movement that desired to stabilize and 

purify the country after years of Soviet occupation and tribal infighting for control once the occupation was over. Once in 

power, the Taliban imposed strict enforcement of fundamentalist Islamic law, banning movies and music, and forcing 

women to leave school and hide themselves under burqas that left no skin visible. The Taliban also provided a sanctuary 

for Osama bin Laden and his Al Qaeda organization. 

A Brief Timeline of Afghan History Relevant to The Kite Runner 

Afghanistan has a long history of violence—domination by foreign conquerors and disputes among internal factions. By 

1870, after the area had been invaded by many Arab conquerors, Islam had taken root. During the 19th century, Britain, 

hoping to protect its Indian empire from Russia, tried to annex Afghanistan, which resulted in three British-Afghan Wars 

(1838-42, 1878-80, 1919- 21). 

● 1933: Baba was born in 1933, the same year that Zahir Shah became the king of Afghanistan, following the 

assassination of his father. The new king ruled for forty years and brought a degree of stability and modernity to 

the country. The first modern university was founded in Afghanistan during this time and a new constitution was 

introduced in 1964, creating a modern democratic state with free elections, a parliament, civil rights, liberation for 

women, and universal suffrage. 

● July 17, 1973: At the beginning of Chapter 5, Ali, Amir, and Hassan are frightened by sudden gunfire. That 

gunfire represents the “bloodless coup” during which the king’s cousin, Daoud Khan, deposed Zahir Shah. Khan’s 

regime was called the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan, and Khan abolished the monarchy, naming 

himself “president.” Earlier, Daoud Khan had been forced to resign as Prime Minister during Zahir Shah’s reign. 

Zahir Shah was in Italy for an eye surgery when Khan staged his coup. At first Daoud Khan promised further 

modernization of the country. He readily accepted Soviet assistance to strengthen the military in Afghanistan. 

After a rift in the party, Khan reversed his promises and ran a repressive regime, executing and arresting 

hundreds of opponents. Baba and his household would have felt the oppression of this regime through the 

restriction of their freedoms and a general feeling of fear in the population. 

● Summer 1978: In Chapter 8, which takes place in the summer of 1976, Amir turns 13 and says that it is 

“Afghanistan’s next to last summer of peace and anonymity.” In the summer of 1978, Daoud Khan was killed in a 

communist coup. One of the founding members of the Afghan Communist Party, Nur Mohammad Taraki, took 

control of the country as president. He declared independence from the USSR, which had been supplying the 

country with arms and playing an active role in its politics. Taraki and Hafizullah Amin, another communist leader, 

were rivals who fought one another for power. 

● October 1979: Taraki was secretly executed, and Amin became the new president. Amin was ruthless and has 

been accused of assassinating thousands of Afghans. The Soviets saw Amin as a threat to a peaceful communist 

government bordering Soviet Central Asia. Amin was assassinated in December of 1979, and the Soviet Army 

invaded Afghanistan. The Soviets set up a puppet government in Afghanistan. Lasting until 1989, the Soviet 

occupation was a disaster for Afghanistan. About a million Afghans were killed as the Soviets attempted to 

maintain control for its puppet government. Groups of Afghan Islamic fighters, or mujahideen, fought to force the 

Soviets out. Millions more fled the country. Baba and Amir are two of those who chose to leave Afghanistan 

during this time. 

● March 1981: In Chapter 10, Baba and Amir leave Afghanistan in March of 1981, crossing the border into 

Pakistan, to flee the violent Soviet occupation. By 1982, 2.8 million Afghans had fled to Pakistan. Afghan 



guerrillas gained control of the countryside, and Soviet troops controlled the cities. Baba and Amir live in Fremont, 

California, in the 1980s 

● In 1984, the United Nations investigated human rights violations in Afghanistan. 

● In 1986, the mujahideen, tribal warriors resisting the Soviet occupation, were receiving arms from the United 

States, Britain, and China. 

● In 1986, Rahim Khan goes to Hazarajat to find Hassan (Chapter 16). 

● 1996: By this time, Rahim Khan and Hassan and his family are living in Baba’s house. At the end of Chapter 16, 

Rahim Khan wants to celebrate the Taliban victory because it puts an end to daily fighting. Hassan, however, is 

worried about the fate of the Hazaras under Taliban rule. A few weeks later, the Taliban bans kite fighting. 

● 1998: As part of their campaign to purify Afghanistan, the Taliban pursued a policy of “ethnic cleansing” and 

massacred the Hazaras in the city of Mazar-i-Sharif. Hosseini reveals Hassan’s murder in Chapter 17. More than 

1 million Afghans fled to Pakistan, where they suffered in refugee camps. 

● June 2001: Rahim Khan calls Amir in California. Hosseini begins his novel with this phone call in Chapter 1 and 

returns to the call in Chapter 14. 

● September 11, 2001: Hijackers crashed two commercial airplanes into the two towers of the World Trade Center 

in New York City and a third into the Pentagon outside Washington, D.C. A fourth, believed to be intended to 

crash into either the Capitol or the White House, was wrested from the hijackers’ control by its passengers and 

crashed in a field in central Pennsylvania. Thousands of citizens of the United States and dozens of other nations 

were killed. U.S. officials said that Osama bin Laden, the Saudi exile believed to be hiding in Afghanistan, had 

planned the attack. United States President George W. Bush and several United States’ allies send troops to 

Afghanistan with the goals of ending the Taliban’s regime and destroying the Al Qaeda terrorist organization. 

● 2002: In June, following the fall of the Taliban, the Afghan grand council elected U.S.-backed Hamid Karzai as 

interim leader. Karzai chose the members of his government, who served until 2004 when presidential elections 

were held. More than 10.5 million Afghans registered to vote. Karzai was elected with fifty-five percent of the vote. 

The novel ends in Chapter 25 with Amir and Sohrab at a picnic flying a kite, a clear symbol of hope for both their 

futures and the future of their homeland. 

 
The Namesake 

Jhumpa Lahiri (from “The Namesake.” NEA, 29 Sept. 2017, www.arts.gov/partnerships/nea-big-read/the-namesake.) 

(b. 1967) Jhumpa Lahiri was born in London to Bengali émigré parents in 1967. When she was three, her family moved to 

South Kingstown, Rhode Island, where her father was a librarian and her mother a teacher. Like her character Gogol, 

Lahiri experienced some confusion over her name when starting school. Her parents tried to enroll her using her "good" 

names— Nilanjana and Sudeshna—but the teacher insisted that those were too long, and opted instead for her pet name, 

Jhumpa. Lahiri notes that, "Even now, people in India ask why I'm publishing under my pet name instead of a real name." 

 
Lahiri began to write at age seven, sometimes creating short fiction pieces with her friends during recess. She later wrote 

for the school newspaper. She received her undergraduate degree from Barnard College, then moved to Boston to attend 

Boston University, from which she received three master's degrees—in English, comparative literature, and creative 

writing—and a PhD in Renaissance studies. While in Boston, she worked in a bookstore and interned at a magazine; she 

has noted that, had she stayed in New York, she might have been too intimidated to write: "In New York I was always so 

scared of saying that I wrote fiction. It just seemed like, 'Who am I to dare to do that thing here? The epicenter of 

publishing and writers?' I found all that very intimidating and avoided writing as a response." 

Lahiri received a fellowship from the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown from 1997 to 1998. In 1998, The New Yorker 

magazine published "A Temporary Matter," one of the stories that would appear in her first collection, Interpreter of 

Maladies. In 2000, the collection won the PEN/Hemingway Award for the year's best fiction debut, and was awarded the 

Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. She is the first Indian-American woman to receive this award. In 2003, she published The 

Namesake, a novel, and followed that in 2008 with a second collection of short stories, Unaccustomed Earth. Next she 

wrote The Lowland (2013) and a memoir—written in Italian—In Other Words (2016). Lahiri and her husband Alberto 

Vourvoulias-Bush have two children. 

Introduction 

A father and mother, a son and daughter: two generations of a typical Bengali–American family, poised uneasily atop the 

complex and confounding fault lines common to the immigrant experience. Jhumpa Lahiri's novel The Namesake deftly 

demonstrates how the familiar struggles between new and old, assimilation and cultural preservation, striving toward the 

future and longing for the past, play out in one particular set of foreign-born parents and their American born children. 

Style 

Setting (from "The Namesake - Setting" eNotes Publishing Ed. Scott Locklear. eNotes.com, Inc. eNotes.com 19 Apr, 2018 

http://www.enotes.com/topics/namesake/in-depth#in-depth-setting) 

http://www.arts.gov/partnerships/nea-big-read/the-namesake.)
http://www.enotes.com/topics/namesake/in-depth#in-depth-setting
http://www.enotes.com/topics/namesake/in-depth#in-depth-setting


Most of The Namesake takes place in parts of New England. As the story opens, Ashoke Ganguli is a graduate student at 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, Massachusetts. It is 1968, a tumultuous time in the United 

States. The war in Vietnam is raging. The Chicago Democratic National Convention erupts in violence. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. and Robert Kennedy are assassinated. The late 1960s were a time of high hopes and bitter disappointments, a 

dichotomy mirrored in the characters' minds as they struggle with their new homeland. 

 
Later, Ashoke and Ashima move away from the city, which had provided easy walking access to work, shops, and 

libraries. After the move, Ashoke must drive to work. Ashima, who does not drive, feels isolated. 

The family travels back to India from time to time. Ashoke and Ashima are overwhelmed with emotions when they reunite 

with their parents and siblings. Gogol and Sonia, especially when they are older, find little to like about India. It is too hot 

and too crowded for their comfort. 

 
The story continues into the 1980s and 1990s. Gogol attends Yale, in New Haven, Connecticut; then he does graduate 

work in architecture at Columbia University in New York City. 

Thematic Topics 

Immigration/Assimilation 

Home/Family 

Love/Marriage 

Identity 

Historical/Social Context 

 

The Indian Immigration Experience (from “The Namesake.” NEA, 29 Sept. 2017, www.arts.gov/partnerships/nea-big-read/the-namesake.) 

 
The U.S. Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 liberalized America's immigration laws by replacing quotas based on 

national origin with a greater emphasis on family relationships and the need for highly skilled immigrants. These changes 

helped accelerate the pace of Indian immigration to the U.S. Today, Indian Americans are the country's third-largest 

population of Asian ancestry, after Chinese Americans and Filipino Americans. In 2010 nearly three million Indian 

immigrants lived in the U.S. 

Indian immigrants to the U.S. tend to be highly educated; almost 67 percent have at least a bachelor's degree, and nearly 

40 percent have a graduate degree. Indian Americans have a disproportionate presence in professions such as 

engineering, technology, and medicine. India's vast education system produces tens of thousands of engineering and 

technology graduates each year, and English is widely taught in Indian schools. 

Prominent Indian-American businessman Vivek Wadhwa noted in Businessweek that most Indian immigrants arrived in 

the U.S. relatively recently, after 1980. He attributes their success in part to the competitiveness of the Indian education 

system, which teaches hard work at an early age. He also credits the entrepreneurial spirit and acceptance of other 

cultures that arise from living in a sprawling, under-resourced country that includes six major religions and 22 languages. 

 
Indian immigrants who come to the U.S. for higher wages and broader career options also expect their children to take full 

advantage of American education. A 1992-96 study in California demonstrated that Indian-American students excel 

academically, outperforming most other immigrant groups. But many young Indian Americans also report some degree of 

cultural dislocation, deploying the acronym "ABCD," or "American-Born Confused Desi," to describe themselves and their 

experience. (Desi refers to second-generation South Asians.) 

 
In a 2009 essay contest conducted by the Hindu American Foundation, one such young writer compares herself to 

superheroes like Batman and Wonder Woman, owing to her "double life" straddling both her parents' distant world and the 

Minneapolis suburb where she grew up. She also notes that Hinduism, as one of the world's oldest religions, contains 

elements of many other faiths, and so to be a Hindu in America is to experience "a melting pot within a melting pot." 

Finally, she points out that recent films such as Bend It Like Beckham (2002) and Slumdog Millionaire (2008) have 

provided an opportunity for Americans to learn more about her religion and cultural heritage, bringing her country of origin 

"into the spotlight" in positive ways. 

An Indian immigrant family arriving in the U.S. in 1970 would have had many more reasons to feel isolated than a family 

arriving today. The first Hindu temple in the U.S., built in Flushing, New York, didn't open until 1970. Today there are 

hundreds throughout the country, in big cities like Chicago and also in smaller population centers. "Bollywood" films, 

http://www.arts.gov/partnerships/nea-big-read/the-namesake.)


Hindu-language movies created in Bombay's thriving film industry, often play in theaters dedicated exclusively to 

south-Indian films; the United States is by far the largest export market for these movies. The Internet and more 

accessible telecommunications tools have made it possible for families to stay in touch across long distances and many 

time zones, and the same technologies have exposed millions of Americans to Indian cuisine, dress, architecture, and 

societal customs. 

Today, from spices and textiles, to music and art, India is a visible and vibrant aspect of American life. Due in part to 

decades of successful immigration, India's presence in the U.S. is also recognition of the tremendous contributions made 

by Indian Americans to U.S. business, technology, education, and culture. 


